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The last part of 2007 has been a busy time of the year for all chess activities, both in the national and international areas. It was a time particularly for the TOP players of the country to shine. 
2008 will also be a busy year. We would like all regions to please submit their tournaments for the national CHESSA calendar to chesa@gjca.co.za
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Committee member:
Bernie Parkin – Executive Director


	CHESSA Junior Chess Championships 2008 – 2 – 12 December 2007
	
	

	
The national Junior Championships were held at the Central University of Technology, Bloemfontein. There were 1600 players in the team event and about 900 in the individual event. The tournament was extremely well run thanks to the Free State LOC, Anna Fourie, Kobus Swanepoel, Piet van Zyl, Annamarie Cronje and their team.

Congratulations to the following age group winners:

Boys

Girls

U10

D. Barrish (WP)

DS. Breedt (GN)

U12

Marcel J Roberts (EP)

T. Amra (KZN)

U14

SM Du Toit (GM)

C. Caesar (WP)

U16

Anand Dole (WP)

Angelique Hattingh (GW)

U18

Ryan van Rensburg (GW)

Andrea Hoek (GM)

U20

Dimitar Ristovich (GS)

Carmen de Jager (GN)


Summary of team events:

 

Championship

Candidates

U10

GN

GWB / EKA

U12

EP

WPA

U14

WP

EKA

U16

GW

EKA

U20

WP

MLA


	
	SA Coaches and Trainers Association  AGM 16 Feb 2008

Only SACTA members in good standing for 2007 may nominate, be nominated, or vote. Nominations by end of January 2008 to eddie.price@absamail.co.za (011)782-7544. Copy to cwasas@netactive.co.za
President, Communications, 
VP-North. VP-South and Treasurer

The present 
incumbents are:

Csongi Wasas,  Csongi Wasas,   Elise Steenkamp,   Lyndon Bouah and 
Eddie Price

Final list of nominations to be circulated 18 Feb 2008. Voting to be completed by 29 Feb 2008. 


	SA Men’s Closed – Cape Town – December 2007
	
	

	
The winner of most prestigious tournament in South Africa was 18 year old Henry Steel. He is the youngest player ever to have won this title. (Henry can also be commended on achieving 6 distinctions in his Matric results in 2007).
 2nd place went to Watu Kobese and 3rd was Johannes Mabusela. The 11 round tournament, sponsored by ChessCube and held at their offices in Milnerton was however disappointing as 3 players withdrew, one the day before the tournament and 2 during the tournament, due to unforeseen circumstances.
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	SA Women’s Closed – Cape Town – January 2008
	
	

	
Defending champion, Carmen de Jager again won the 2008 SA Women's Closed Chess Championship title in Bellville, Cape Town, (6/7 points) and retains  the fantastic floating trophy donated by Aleta Michaletos, beating  Monique Sischy (5.5 points) second place and Western Province's Anzel Solomons (4 points) third. 
Melissa Greeff and Jenine Ellappen both from Western Province tied for fourth place. 
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TOP Matric Scholar, Linda Oosthuizen achieved the highest score in the Gauteng Province with 9 distinctions. She had a score of 399 out of a possible 400 for maths and science and is a previous national chess champion.


	World Youth Chess Championships - Turkey
	
	

	
The World Youth took place in November in Istanbul. 

Anant Dole who played in the boys U14 section, achieved the highest score of all the South African players with 6.5/11.

Angelique Hattingh, U16, had the highest score in the girls section.

The WYCC 2009 will be taking place in Vung Tau, Vietnam 19 – 31 October.
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Anand Dole

	African Junior Chess Championships 2007 – Dec/Jan  Malawi
	
	Upcoming Tournaments

	
South Africa can be proud to have a winner at the African Junior’s held over New Year in Malawi. Daleen Wiid, won the Women’s title, earning WIM status while Carmen de Jager came 2nd. In the boys section, Calvin Klaasen was second and Ryan van Rensburg third. Coach Corno Klaver’s full report can be viewed at http://www.sajca.com
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	Piet Robbertse 
25 – 27 Jan, GN
Blairgowrie Open (R5000 prizes)
2nd Feb – http://www.gjca.co.za
SA Junior Closed 
27 – 30 March,  WP

FISU Games
3 – 11 March 2008 in Novokuznetzk – Russia

	Braille Chess Tournament
	
	Boland Chess Awards

	
Here are a few interesting statistics for the year 2007.
The first Chessa rated Braille tournament was held on 31 April in Worcester when the Boland Braille Club played against the Western Province Braille Club. The first Chessa rated Braille SA's has been held on the 22nd and 23rd of September 2007. In the junior section 11players participated. Aviwe Tshoto came first, Zisanda Sithethi came second and Khanyise Masebeni came third.

General Announcements:
In order for any club to host a major Braille event in future, the club must be affiliated to, and in good standing with their union. The Top 8 will be held in Bellville during the Easter week-end, from Saturday to Monday.  The SA's will be held in Worcester, date to be confirmed. There will be a chess Olympiad for the blind and visually impaired in Greece
in October 2008. The exact date has not been decided yet. For more info please contact Matthys Terblanche  email matthys@absamail.co.za

	
	Boland Chess took away a large number of awards at the Boland Sports Awards evening on 1 December. Among these are the Best Federation of the year 2007.
Lifetime Achiever Awards were also given to Deon Pick and Cecile Cupido for their work in chess. Well done Boland. You have done chess proud and indeed have placed chess on the map in the Western Cape.

	SASSU Results
	
	Personal Notices

	
The universities national championships took place in December in Cape Town. 

The overall team results were TUT A, UL-Turfloop and WITS. Well done.
 In the men’s section, WITS won followed by TUT A and third was University of the Western Cape and the women’s competition was won by TUT A followed by UL-Turfloop and University of Zululand third.

The top 3 men were Thabo Mohale,  Lthuekela Zitha and S. Mahlasela all achieving 8/9 points while in the women’s section, the 3 top ladies were Suvania Moodliar (8/9), Jenine. Ellappen and tie third were Mbalenhe Cindi and  Thea Koen. 

The SA team will be chosen to play in the FISU games (International University Sports Federation) from 3 – 11 March 2008 in Novokuznetzk – Russia.
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Condolences to the family of WP U20 team player, Jamie Tindill. He drowned on 29th December after suffering from an asthma attack. 2 other players, Ingrid de Waal and Rowan Ellappen were with him at the time.

	Announcements
	
	CHESSA Fees for 2008

	South African Chess Arbiters Association have requested that Annual subscriptions (R25) for 2008 are due, payable before the end of March.

The correct SACTA bank details for all deposits are:
•  Account name “South African Chess Arbiters Association”  
•  Bank:  Nedbank   •  Account number:  2975 054 424    
Member(s), date, amount of payment, should be emailed/phoned to Eddie Price.

Please submit any news you would like published on the next newsletter to: 
Lynne van Rensburg, CHESSA Secretary, chessa@gjca.co.za
Please also send regional calendars for the combined CHESSA calendar.
	
	R60 for Juniors (U21)  and Seniors (Men >60, Women > 55), 
R120 for adults and R10 for PDI players (at the discretion of the tournament organisers)
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